
 
 

Transnet on track to build locomotives for Africa 
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Transnet CEO, Mr Brian Molefe at the Port of Durban as the first locomotive is loaded onto the ship. The trains will be shipped to Mozambique as part of Transnets plans to 

expand into the rest of Africa. Photo: Lauren Rawlins 

Nompumelelo Magwaza  

Transnet wanted to be a recognised manufacturer of train wagons and locomotives to take advantage of rail infrastructure revitalisation programmes 

taking place in countries across the continent, chief executive Brian Molefe said in Durban at the weekend.  

Through its engineering division, the logistics utility shipped an order of 10 class 33 locomotives and 21 passenger coaches to Malawi and 

Mozambique at the weekend.  

http://www.iol.co.za/business


The $20 million (R200m) deal between Transnet and Corredor De Desenvolvimento Do Norte (CDN) of Mozambique and Central East African 

Railway of Malawi will see Transnet’s locomotives and passenger coaches used in a railway network of 872km from the port of Nacala in northern 

Mozambique to its border with Malawi. Both firms operate freight rail and passenger rail services.  

Molefe said this transaction emphasised Transnet’s capabilities in not only rendering such a service but also providing maintenance in countries 

outside of South Africa.  

“We understand that the demand for locomotives and wagons is huge. This demand comes from the current railways in the continent which are in a 

state of disrepair both from an equipment and an infrastructure point of view,” Molefe said.  

There was no country on the continent that was not talking about revitalising its railways, he said, “which is why we have seen this as opportunity not 

only for Transnet but for South Africa as well”.  

“We feel we need to be involved in industrialisation and manufacturing of rail equipment,” he said.  

Transnet Engineering has also signed a number of agreements to supply locomotives and wagons to Botswana, the Democratic Republic of Congo 

(DRC) and Mozambique.  

This includes the supply of 560 specialised wagons to Botswana Rail, a deal that is worth R430m. The division has also supplied 95 wagons to South 

African mining firm Exxaro Resources’ operations in the DRC.  

“We are building a capability to build locomotives with our locomotives acquisition programme, so we are insisting that when we buy locomotives, we 

will do the assembling and the sourcing of critical components in South Africa and we only get those components that have issues of intellectual 

property and so on, like engines and motors from the original manufacturers,” Molefe said.  

Transnet will also set up maintenance facilities in Malawi and Mozambique.  

He added that setting up manufacturing facilities in South Africa made it possible for original equipment manufacturers such as General Electric (GE) 

of the US to partner with Transnet in its expansion plans into the continent. GE has a contract with Transnet to provide 143 locomotives.  

“We bought 143 GE locomotives which were assembled in Koedoespoort in Pretoria and only critical parts were sourced from GE.”  

Molefe said Transnet had set aside more than R1bn over seven years for research and development and that a significant part of it would be focused 

on what other countries on the continent needed.  

“We are already reaping the benefits of this focus through an ever-expanding range of rolling stock products and crucially, a comprehensive list of 

satisfied customers.”  

CDN chief executive Amado Mabasso said his group had been looking for a company that would provide it with rolling stock.  
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